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  Hello out there! It’s a great week for new releases, with tons of flicks to choose from in a widevariety of genres. So, if you can’t make it out to the movies this week, be sure to give one ofthese titles a try.  Big New Releases!  Before We Go - Two strangers in New York City cross paths and spend one night inconversation discussing their dreams and fears. Critics weren’t enamored with the end result.They suggested that the plot of this romantic drama was too similar to the Ethan Hawke/JulieDelpy Before Sunrise series, and that even the charm of stars Chris Evans andAlice Eve couldn’t cover for a weak script that didn’t carry much heft and felt emotionally false.Now viewers can make up their own minds.  Bloodsucking Bastards - This satirical horror comedy involves a put-upon corporate employeewho loses his girlfriend and a promotion over the course of one day. Events take an even moresinister turn when office workers begin dying under mysterious and very violent circumstances.The press generally liked this low-budget effort. What they admitted it was no classic and took awhile to hit its stride, many felt that the climax was a lot of fun and described the overall movieas a better-than-average horror romp. The cast includes Fran Kranz, Pedro Pascal, Joel Murrayand Emma Fitzpatrick.  The Diabolical - Reviews were much less positive about for horror flick about a single motherwith two children facing off against a paranormal entity. When the lead’s scientist boyfriend getsinvolved in the investigation, events soon spin into science-fiction territory. While some wrotethat they admired the attempt to twist a familiar story into something new, most felt that movielacked suspense and the pay-off just wasn’t worth the lengthy wait. Ali Larter, Max Rose andChloe Perrin play the tormented family.  Digging For Fire - The latest from director Joe Swanberg (Drinking Buddies, Happy Christmas)is a largely improvised drama about a couple who find a gun and bone in the woods behind theirhouse. Their investigation leads them on different paths and causes them to examine their ownrelationship. The press were generally positive about this small, independent title. Despite a fewcomments that it never really gets deep enough into the psyches of its characters, there wereplenty who found the tale interesting and strongly acted. It stars Jake Johnson, RosemarieDeWitt, Anna Kendrick, Brie Larson, Sam Rockwell, Melanie Lynskey, Mike Birbiglia andOrlando Bloom.  Do I Sound Gay? - This documentary follows a journalist whose boyfriend has just broken upwith him. Upset and highly critical of the sound of his own voice, he talks with actors, family,speech therapists, and random strangers to learn more about why we don’t always like the waywe speak, especially our own voices. Write-ups were very strong, stating that the movie startsfrom a very personal perspective, but ends up revealing interesting truths about speech and theway we talk.  The End of the Tour - Based on old interview tapes between Rolling Stone journalist DavidLipsky and “Infinite Jest” novelist David Foster Wallace, the story follows their discussions aboutwriting while on a five-day book tour. Reviews were excellent for this small, talking-head drama,calling it a well-acted character study. This reviewer wasn’t able to catch up with it until after itsinitial release, but he agrees with the recommendations. If you’re okay with a movie full ofconversation, there’s a lot of interesting and thoughtful insight. Jason Segel plays Wallace andJessie Eisenberg takes on Lipsky.  Inside Out - One of the bigger successes of the year with this original Pixar animated film. Itfollows the personified emotions of a young girl who moves to San   Francisco and goesthrough a big interior upheaval. Located within the lead’s mind, Happiness struggles to keepand handle on all the kid’s feelings. Yes, it’s essentially the Herman’s Head TV showre-purposed as a kid’s movie. Still, notices were fantastic for the movie. They called it bold andbeautifully animated. The impressive voice-cast includes Amy Poehler, Bill Hader, Lewis Black,Mindy Kaling, Phyllis Smith and Richard Kind.  A LEGO Brickumentary - This documentary chronicles the rise of LEGO from its humblebeginnings in Denmark and follows how the company has continued to build and evolve overthe decades. The press were split on this efforts. While many wrote that the movie would satisfycollectors and brand enthusiasts, just as many felt that the story had little weight and served asmore of a puff-piece and feature length commercial for the popular toy line. Jason Batemantakes on the role of narrator.  Mr. Dynamite: The Rise of James Brown - HBO Films presents this non-fiction examination ofthe one of the legends of soul music - the great James Brown. It contains archival footage andinterviews with musicians whom the man played with and those who he inspired. Reviews wereexcellent for this documentary. Reportedly, it’s a very detailed biography filled with fantasticfootage and remembrances. If you’re a fan, you can’t go wrong.  Saving Christmas - Oh boy, here’s the movie that was honored (or dishonored) as being theWorst Picture of 2014 at the Razzie Awards. Kirk Cameron stars as a family man who must helphis brother-in-law find the true meaning of the holiday. According to critics, it involves the leadcharacter lecturing those around him and making bizarre claims. Reaction was abysmal, withmost stating that on top of the heavy-handed approach, it featured poor performances andincredibly shoddy production value. It has yet to receive a single positive review.  Tiger House - This thriller from UK/South Africa involves a teenage girl who sneaks into thehouse of her boyfriend, only to learn that the place has been invaded by kidnappers. She mustuse her skills to save her beau and his mother. There aren’t a lot of write-ups for this flick, butthe ones that have been posted aren’t very good. Despite a recognizable cast, they called it avery slow-moving film full of ridiculous plot holes. The cast includes Kaya Scodelario, Ed Skrienand Dougray Scott.  Vacation - The son of Clark Griswold decides to take his kids on a road trip to “Walley World” inthis fourth sequel of the long-running comedy franchise. Along the way, the family getthemselves into all sorts of trouble. Unfortunately, critics and audiences weren’t very receptiveto the latest installment. Many found the humor to be overly crude (some even called itdisgusting) and stated that it didn’t match the standards set in previous films. It features EdHelms, Christina Applegate, Leslie Mann and Chris Hemsworth in the lead roles.  Blasts From the Past!  It’s another remarkable week for older titles getting the fancy Blu-ray treatment. After a slightrelease delay, Olive Films are delivering the romantic comedy Mannequin (1987). But thehighlight of the week all around has to be Roar(1981). This family adventure starring Tippi Hedren and real life daughter Melanie Griffith isabout a clan visiting Africa and interacting with lions up close. In all honesty, it’s one of thecraziest movies you’re ever likely to see.  Henstooth are putting out a Blu-ray of Croupier (1998). This well-regarded effort features anearly performance from Clive Owen as the title character, an aspiring writer who takes a job in acasino, only to find himself in over his head when he’s roped into an elaborate heist plot.  Kino have a couple of Blu-ray titles as well. They include the Lee Marvin western The SpikesGang  (1984),in which the actor portrays a wounded bank robber who is nursed back to health by threeteenagers hoping to join his gang. The kids are played by Ron Howard, Charles Martin Smithand Gary Grimes. Wanda Nevada(1979) is an unusual western about a drifter who wins a young girl in a poker game and takesher on a gold claim. It stars Peter Fonda and Brooke Shields.  You Know, For Kids!  And here are some selections for the kids!  Caillou’s Christmas (PBS Kids)  Inside Out  Odd Squad: Reindeer Games (PBS Kids)  Peg & Cat: A Totally Awesome Christmas (PBS Kids)  Peppa Pig: Cold Winter Day  Toy Story that Time Forgot  Wordworld: Merry Christmas (PBS Kids)  
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