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  The sounds and sights of Native American culture pulsed through the crowd Dec. 31 as folksfrom various tribes took part in the 17th annual New Year’s Eve Sobriety Gourd Dance andPowwow at Miyamura High School.  The event, which is put on by Na’nihzhoozhi Inc., commonly called NCI, attracted participantsfrom greater McKinley County and beyond.  “It’s one of the best turnouts that I have ever seen for the event,” coordinator Kevin Foley said.“I think everyone here enjoyed themselves.”  Ymelda Coriz of Tsaile, Ariz., was named Miss NCI 2017 Powwow Princess. Coriz attendsMany Farms High School in Many Farms, Ariz. The evening progressed as onlookers waited forthe drum circle to begin. At what seemed like complete synchronicity, bells fastened to theregalia of many male and female participants as they took steps marching to the beat of thedrums.  Tommy Lasiloo, 25, who is from Zuni Pueblo and goes by the nickname “Little Buck,” said theevent shows that Native Americans and the culture are not dead. “We’re still here,” he said.“Just look at this.”  Foley estimated the crowd to be a little more than 2,000. Since she was born, Anna Bia, 7, ofWindow Rock, has taken part in the dances and grand entries at the annual NCI powwow.  “I really like this,” Bia said. “That’s why I come here every year with my parents.”  Marvin Smith, 39, of Tohatchi said the event shows how the new Native American culture hasevolved from the old culture. He said he saw people carrying various spear sticks, dreamcatchers, instruments and jewelry.  “I’ve come here off and on for about 12 years,” Smith said. “This is what native culture is aboutfor the young and the old.”  NCI was established in the 1990s as a drug and alcohol treatment center. Foley said the eventis well-attended each year.  By Bernie Dotson  Sun Correspondent  
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